
 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500 – Lucas Gresh  

 GSD Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, $1,000 each – James Kibbe 

& Kayla Rand 

 Award for Outstanding Character and Integrity, $500 – Nick Williams  

 Mina George Memorial Scholarship, $500 each – Logan Bach & Payton 

Heath 

 Chris Showler Class of 1962 Memorial Scholarship, $1,000 – Zack 

Dildine 

 The Iszkula Family Scholarship, $1,500 each – Haylee Severance & 

Zack Dildine 

 The Robin Chesko Murphy Scholarship, $1,500 each—Amber Bock & 

Emily Miller  

 Career in Trades Scholarship, $500 – Haylee Severance  

 The Rebecca Kuzma Widdecombe Scholarship, $1,000 – Emmaline 

Kelly 

 The Bob Dunn Memorial Scholarship, $500 – Edward Cooley  

 The Donna Marasco Memorial Scholarship, $1,000 – Nick Williams  

 The Carol M. Nass Memorial Medical Scholarship, $1,000 – Emmaline 

Kelly 

 The Richard G. Payne Scholarship in Memory of Isabel Foye, $1,000 

– Katie Brocious  

 Debby (Twichel) Mattson Memorial Scholarship Fund, $1,000 – Cieara 

Bower 

 Al Waller Scholarship, $2,000 – Rhaelyn Skinner  

 The Gregg Mitcho Scholarship, $1,000 – Luke St. Julien 

Girard School District Foundation  

1203 Lake Street 

Girard, PA 16417 
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Voting 
Betsy Korb, President 
Kristen Blucas, Vice-President 
Jennifer Bach, Secretary 
Chris Yuhas, Treasurer 

Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 
Brady Sager 

 John Tramontano 
 Nathan Koble 

Jeannie Miller 
Eric Podgers 
Emma Jones 
Chris McNally 
Carissa Iszkula 
Donna Miller 

Non-voting 
David Koma,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Jacob Hagmaier,  
   GSD Business Manager  

 
 

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Thank You For Your Support Each inductee had the opportunity to visit District schools, connect with some students and 
were celebrated during the ceremony. 

Know a Girard alumni we could consider for the 2026 Hive of Fame class?  Nominations for 
future inductees can be made through May 31, 2026 at our website. 

In addition, at this year’s ceremony, Robin Seneta, GHS technology educator received the 
GSDF inaugural Excellence in Teaching Award and a $1500 grant for her classroom.  This new 
award is given to a teacher nominated by his/her peers and was created to recognize the 
following:  role-based notable key accomplishments, a passion for engaging student learning 
and modeling exemplary instruction behaviors, fostering belonging, accomplishments that 
show significant support for the vision and mission of the school district and a commitment 
to professional development and contributions to various school activities. 

We appreciate your support of our efforts throughout the years.  If you’re not involved or 
would like to learn about our organization, become involved or consider donating through a 
one-time gift, memorial contribution or sponsoring a scholarship, please contact one of our 
Board members or visit our website www.girardsdf.org.  On behalf of the Girard School 
District Foundation, thank you! 

Betsy Korb 

 

Our Mission          https://www.girardsdf.org 
The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; increase public involvement in schools; 
increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foundation 
through annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 

  

2024-2025  

Annual Report 

   
The Girard School District Foundation’s annual report highlights some of the impacts of key contributions and program support.  

For more than 15 years, our non-profit Foundation has worked to support the mission to enhance educational opportunities for all District 
students, support quality teacher instruction, encourage lifelong learning and encourage community members and alumni to support our 
efforts through volunteerism and various donations.   

Since 2011, we have awarded 83 teacher grants totaling approximately $112,000.  These grants have helped provide equipment and 
opportunities for Girard’s students.  The 2024-2025 year saw grants awarded for:  Partner funding for Pennsylvania Business Week at the 
high school for junior class participation, the Art Show at Rice Avenue Middle School, and “Adapting and Enriching Specials” at Elk Valley 
Elementary as well as a technology integration grant to enhance speech within all three schools.   

We have partnered with several organizations and families to provide 219 scholarships to graduating seniors totaling over $169,000.00.   
We were pleased to award 20 scholarships to graduates in the class of 2025. 

Our annual event inducted five into the GSDF Hive of Fame on October 4. Dea Leftwich, 1989; Helen Baxter-Parenti, 1977; James Sparber, 
1974; Steven Iszkula, 1999 and Anthony “Rick” Stuczynski (posthumously), 1979.  Inductees were recognized and honored for their 
outstanding accomplishments in three categories: professional achievement, personal accomplishments, and community engagement.   

 Continued on back 

Message from the GSD Foundation President 

2025 Student Scholarship Recipients 

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

Congratulations to the sixteen (16) Class of 2025 scholarship recipients: 
  

 



 

 

The Teacher/Staff Innovation Grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

PA Business Week, Ms. Antonella 
Spinelli (GHS) 

PA Business Week was piloted in 2019 
and is now offered annually.  The entire 
junior class participates in this week-
long, in-school program where they 
learn about the American Economic 
system.  Teams of students run their 
own companies through a computer 
simulation for the equivalent of 12 
business quarters.  Guided by local 
business and education advisors, they 
make all management decisions dealing 
with product pricing, investing, 
marketing and production, research 
and development, and human 
resources.  Simulating real-world 
business decision-making teaches 
students leadership, teamwork, time 
management, analytical thinking, 
problem-solving, and people skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVES Garden Soil and Seed,  
Mrs. Reba Robie (EVES) 

Topsoil and grass seed was needed for 
the Hive Harvest Garden at Elk Valley 
Elementary to make the ground more 
level around the walkway. Students in 
the building have the opportunity to 
plant, care for, harvest and eat the 
produce that is grown.  This type of start 
to finish, hands-on learning and 
promotion of a life-long love of 
gardening is invaluable.  The produce 
that is grown is shared with students in 
the building and the weekly pantry that 
is open to our community. 

      

 
 
Embossing the Maze,  
Mrs. Yvonne Conley (RAMS) 

8th-grade students participated in a 
dynamic cross-curricular project 
centered around The Maze Runner by 
James Dashner. With funding from the 
Foundation, we were able to purchase 
a class set of novels, ensuring that 
every student had access to their own 
copy of the book for classroom use. 

Students read The Maze Runner as a 
class, discussing key themes such as 
survival, leadership, identity, and the 
power of choice. After completing the 
novel, students watched the film 
adaptation to compare literary and 
cinematic storytelling techniques. 

To further extend their understanding 
and make interdisciplinary 
connections, students participated in 
an art project where they designed and 
created metal-embossed maze 
artworks inspired by the story. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Author Visit, 
Mrs. Melissa Koma (EVES & RAMS) 
David Gorman, Author of the 
Waldameer Mystery Files, presented to 
the students at Elk Valley Elementary 
and Rice Avenue Middle School and 
inspired them to read and write. He 
covered topics including; growing up 
and working at Waldameer Park,  

Waldameer Trivia, how he became an 
author, and how books are made; the 
writing process and cover design.  It was 
a very informative and engaging 
presentation.   

 

 

 

 

 

Marching Band Trailer,  
Mr. Rick Staaf (GHS) 
The GHS Marching Band purchased a 
trailer to haul the equipment and props 
to each competition.  The Girard School 
District Foundation helped fund the 
cost of the artwork that wrapped the 
trailer.   
 

 

Mr. Brian Abbott 
Ms. Tracey Abbott 
Anonymous 
Mr. Dan Agnello 
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Mrs. Desirae Andrzejczak 
B3GLOBALCON LLC 
Mrs. Jennifer Bach 
Mrs. Christy Barnes 
Ms. Stacy Bartholomew 
Mrs. Jill Bashline 
Mr. David A. Baxter 
Mr. Frank Beachly, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Beam 
Beautiful Over Lake Golf Course 
Bernie Clark LLC 
Bianchi Motors Inc. 
Mr. Doug Bible 
Mrs. Jennifer Bloomster 
Ms. Kristen Blucas 
Mr. John Bochicchio 
Ms. Valerie Boni 
Mr. Tim Boothby 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Miss Lacy Brant 
Ms. Faye Brocious 
Builders Hardware 
Burton Funeral Home 
Mr. Peter Burton 
Buseck, Barger, Bleil & Co, Inc. 
Mr. Jim Calkins 
Ms. Robin Calkins 
Mrs. Amy Cambra 
Mr. Darwin Capwill 
Mr. & Mrs. Carlson 
Ms. Cindy Carr 
Mr. Jason Chiocco 
Mrs. Julie Chiocco 
Mr. Carl Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Clark 
Community Health Net 
Ms. Brenda Cropek 
Dahlkemper Landscape 
Dan Rice Days Committee 
Mrs. Sara Copp 
Mr. Paul Crider 
Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Mr. Rick Daugherty 
Mr. David DeFazio, Lincoln 
Investment 
Desantis Solutions 
Mrs. Autumn Dewey 
Mrs. Michelle Doritty 
Mr. George Drushel 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Dudas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Edder 
EMSCO Group 
Erie Insurance 
Ms. Lisa Erven 

Mrs. Andrea Fails 
Mrs. Deb Faulkner 
Ms. Kathryn Faulkner 
Mr. Jason Feathers 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Felegie 
Ms. Shelly Ferretti 
Mr. Mike Ferrington 
First National Bank of PA 
Ms. Janae Flint 
Mr. James Funk 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gadley 
Mr. Michael Gette 
Giant Eagle 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Girard Valvoline 
Ms. Bonnie Godfrey 
Great Lakes Landscaping 
Mr. Jacob Hagmaier 
Mr. Gerald Hansen 
Mr. Dave Harrington 
Ms. Elizabeth Hayes 
Mr. Russell Hinkle 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Holliday 
HRLC Architects, LLC 
HUB International, Ms. Melanie 
Floyd 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Hyde 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Erik Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Iszkula 
Ms. Eva Jerome 
Mr. Kyle Johnson, Matrix Tool 
Mrs. Emma Jones 
Mr. Mike Joseph 
Mrs. Megan Kaiser 
Ms. Pat Kennedy 
Ms. Jessica Kightlinger 
Mr. Nathan Kightlinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Killian 
Ms. Grace Kizina 
Ms. Stephanie Klemm 
Mrs. Kelsea Kloecker 
Mr. Kirk Kneidinger, Hagan 
Business Machines 
Mrs. Emily Knorr 
Knox, McLaughlin, Gornall & 
Sennett, PC 
Ms. Kelly Koble 
Mr. Nathan Koble 
Mr. & Mrs. David Koma 
Mr. Jerry Korb 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Korb 
Ms. Esther Kuntz 
Kurtz Bros. 
Mr. Jeff Lance 
Mr. & Mrs. Legnasky 
Mr. Kevin LeTourneau 
Mr. Eric Louis 
Ms. Kathy Marinock 

Ms. Darnelle Martin 
Matrix Tool, Inc. 
Mr. Ed Mattson 
Mrs. Mindy McAllister 
Ms. Christine H. McClure 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McConnell 
Ms. Sheree McConnell 
McCreary Roofing, Mr. Patrick 
McCreary 
Mrs. Amy McDonald 
McDonald’s Restaurants 
Ms. Nicole McKean 
Mr. Chris McNally 
Mrs. Jan Meeder 
Mr. Matt Mikovich 
Mr. Brad Miller 
Mrs. Donna M. Miller 
Mrs. Jeanne Miller 
Mr. William Miller 
Mrs. Bobbi Minnick 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mitcho 
Mrs. Amy Montagna 
Ms. Mary Ann Mook 
Ms. Sue Mueller 
Mrs. Jessica Munch 
Mr. Patrick Murphy 
Miss Kailynn Noon 
Mrs. Amy Nuzback 
Miss Hope Nuzback 
Mr. Dennis Olesnanik 
Mr. Jeff Orr 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Paslowski 
Mr. Brian Payne 
Judge Richard G. Payne 
Mr. Anthony Pecorella, Matrix Tool 
Mr. Matt Peterson 
Ms. Allison Pier 
Dr. Heather Pier 
Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Pier 
Ms. Diane Pierson 
Mrs. Erin Pizzo 
Mr. Brian Platz 
Mr. Mike Platz 
PNC Capital Markets 
Mr. Eric Podgers 
Principal of Running– Michael Getz 
Mr. Shaun Rajewski 
Miss Erica Ratkowski 
Mr. Mark Reinelt, Matrix Tool 
Mrs. Julia Reinwald 
Mrs. Tammy Riccardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Riley 
Mrs. Reba Robie 
Mr. Dean Roney 
Mr. Ron Rudler 
Mr. CJ Rush 
Mr. Scott Russell 
Miss Sandra Schellang Donnelly 
Mrs. Robin Seneta 

Mr. Dan Sepesy 
Mrs. Marie Service 
Mr. Michael Seybert 
Mr. Shawn Seybert 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mrs. Catherine Shepard 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Showler 
Ms. Caryn Skelton 
Ms. Brenda Smith 
Mrs. Nancy Snyder 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Sparber 
Ms. Antonella Spinelli 
Mrs. Jeanene Stark 
Mrs. Lauren Staszewski 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Steadman, Esq 
Ms. Bettie Stephens 
Mr. Greg Stelter 
Mr. Bill Stewart 
Mr. John Stewart 
Student Transportation of America, 
Inc 
Mr. Scott Swartzfager 
Mr. Larry Sydow 
Tendto Credit Union 
The Nutrition Group 
Thomas Erie, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Tobolewski 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
Mr. Doug Tomlinson 
John Tramontano Foundation 
Mrs. Shelly Tramontano 
Mr. Michael Trudnowski 
Mrs. Laura Tubuyan 
Mrs. Dana Turner 
Ms. Rebecca Turner 
Mr. Albert Waller 
Mr. Brian Welch 
Mrs. Jennifer Welker 
Mr. Charlie Welkner 
Ms. Lisa Welkner 
Mr. Robert Welkner 
Ms. Ashley Wells 
Ms. Simone Welsh-Luthra 
Ms. Rebecca Widdecombe 
Ms. Chris Yuhas 
Mr. John Ziesenheim 
 
In Memory of Robert Martin 
Ms. Karen Winston 

 
Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of our donor 
list. If you discover an error, please 
accept our apology and notify us at  
814-774-5666 Ext 1435 so that we 
can correct our records. Thank you. 

  

 

 

 

Innovation Grants 2024 - 25 Girard School District Foundation Donors 

We appreciate your commitment to providing additional opportunities to our students. We hope you continue this commitment to the GSD 

Foundation, either financially or through volunteering to help raise funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be made in varying forms: monetary donations (i.e. 

memorial, recognition of an educator, or tribute to someone special), scholarship funds, endowment, will or estate planning, and business 

partnerships. 

  

 


