
 

2023-2024  

Annual Report 

The Girard School District Foundation’s annual report highlights the impact your donations have had on our students’ lives.   

Over the past 14 years, we have awarded sixty-six teacher grants totaling over $91,000.  These grants have helped provide equipment and opportuni-

ties for Girard’s students.  The 2023-2024 year saw grants awarded for:  Partner funding for Pennsylvania Business Week at the high school, Combining 

Computers and Woodshop at RAMS, Integrating Technology to Enhance Speech K-12.  Since 2011, we have partnered with several organizations and 

families to provide 199 scholarships to graduating seniors totaling over $149,000.00.   We were pleased to award 20 scholarships to graduates of the 

2024 class. 

We moved the Hive of Fame dinner to the fall and it was held at Madeline’s in Cranesville.  Five inductees were honored representing a diverse distin-

guished group of alumni.   Martin Carlson, Sara Wolfe Copp, Jeff Gadley, Nathan Koble and Terry Pier were recognized during the program that was 

created to honor Girard School District alumni for outstanding accomplishments in three categories: professional achievement, personal accomplish-

ments, and community engagement. 

Please visit our website www.girardsdf.org to learn about ways you can become involved in our organization including making an online donation and 

nominating a Girard alumnus for the Hive of Fame.  Your donations have allowed us to continue our mission in supporting the Girard School District.  

We appreciate your continued support.  On behalf of the Girard School District Foundation, thank you! 

Betsy Korb 

Message from the GSD Foundation President …… 
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Voting 
Betsy Korb, President 
Kristen Blucas, Vice-President 
Jennifer Bach, Secretary 
Chris Yuhas, Treasurer 
 

 

 

Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 
Brady Sager 

 John Tramontano 
 

 

 
Jeannie Miller 
Doug Tomlinson 
Eric Podgers 
Emma Jones 
Chris McNally 

 
 
Non-voting 
David Koma,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Jacob Hagmaier,  
   GSD Business Manager  

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Outreach Update 

This year the GSDF Board has made many efforts to modernize its 

communications outreach presence through a partnership with the 

Northwest PA Innovation Beehive Network, a group of six higher 

educational institutions which offers complimentary services to 

support non-profits and small businesses through extending expe-

riences to talented students.  

The first graduate student supported marketplace research for our 

organization and the second graduate student with the Executive 

Director’s support, put some of the outreach plan to action. Below 

is one of several new photos we will be sharing for our branding, 

and connect with us on LinkedIn for additional adjacent business 

exposure to show your support for our organization.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the sixteen (16) Class of 2024 scholarship recipients: 
 

 The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500 -  Joelle Rastatter  

 GSD Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, $1,000 each - Nathan  

         Edwards & Lily Polk 

 Award for Outstanding Character and Integrity, $500 - Ava Bennett  

 Mina George Memorial Scholarship, $500 each - Jeremiah Colon & 
Peyton Koma 

 Chris Showler Class of 1962 Memorial Scholarship, $1,000 - Angelina 
Caceres  

 The Iszkula Family Scholarship, $1,500 each - Madison Soudan & Ava 
Bennett  

 The Robin Chesko Murphy Scholarship (College), $1,500—Brooke 
Fohner 

 The Robin Chesko Murphy Scholarship (Trade School), $1,500 –
Angelina Caceres 

 

 Career in Trades Scholarship, $500 - Angelina Caceres  

 The Rebecca Kuzma Widdecombe Scholarship, $1,000 - Rorie  

          Lawrence  

 The Bob Dunn Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Michael Valsechi  

 The Donna Marasco Memorial Scholarship, $1,000 - Shelby Saffron  

 The Carol M. Nass Memorial Medical Scholarship, $1,000 - Adrianna 
LeRoy  

 The Richard G. Payne Scholarship in Memory of Isabel Foye, $1,000 -
 Elanor West  

 Debby (Twichel) Mattson Memorial Scholarship Fund, $1,000 - Ava 
Bennett 

 Al Waller Scholarship, $2,000 - Chloe Barnes  

 The Gregg Mitcho Scholarship, $1,000 - Emmalene Durfee 

2024 Student Scholarship Recipients 

Our Mission          https://www.girardsdf.org 
The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; increase public involvement in schools; 
increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foundation through 
annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 



The Teacher/Staff Innovation Grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

PA Business Week, Ms. Antonella 
Spinelli (GHS) 

PA Business Week was piloted in 2019 
and is now offered annually.  The entire 
junior class participates in this week-
long, in-school program where they 
learn about the American Economic 
system.  Teams of students run their 
own companies through a computer 
simulation for the equivalent of 12 
business quarters.  Guided by local 
business and education advisors, they 
make all management decisions dealing 
with product pricing, investing, 
marketing and production, research and 
development, and human resources.  
Simulating real-world business decision-
making teaches students leadership, 
teamwork, time management, analytical 
thinking, problem-solving, and people 
skills. 

Combining Computer and 
Woodshop, Mrs. Lori Buren (RAMS) 

Laser cutters are becoming more and 
more popular in business and are even 
used in many small or self-businesses 
selling on-line and at local markets. The 
tools purchased included a Diode Laser 
Cutter.  Students in the 7th and 8th 
grade used the design process to create 
an image that was then cut with the 
laser cutter.  Students learned to use the 
software enabling them to create digital 
designs to be used with the laser cutter.  
Finally, students used the digital designs 
to enhance their woodshop and 
engineering projects.     

Decodable Reader and Phonic 
Materials, Mrs. Amy Nuzback (EVES) 

A classroom set of decodable books and 
alphabet and word building puzzles 
were bought to supplement the 
research-based techniques and 
strategies in the book 7 Mighty Moves 
that the kindergarten teachers were 
using as part of their curriculum.  The 
puzzles were used in the student brain 
baskets on a daily basis.  The decodable 
books were used during small group 
instruction. 

TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculators, Mr. 
Brian Welch (GHS) 

The goal of the grant was to keep 
students up to date with the latest 
mathematics technology.  This project 
replaced an aging supply of graphing 
calculators with a classroom set of TI-84 
Plus CE rechargeable graphing 
calculators.  Students using these 
calculators are in Algebra I classes that 

take the Keystone Exam at the end of 
the course.  Students were able to use 
these calculators on the Keystone Exam 
so the daily classroom use allowed them 
to become comfortable with the 
features of the calculators. 

Adapting and Enriching Specials, 
Mrs. Ashley Church (EVES) 

The materials that were purchased with 
the funds made a world of difference for 
our Adapted and Exploratory groups.  In 
Adapted Art, students who struggled 
with fine motor skills were able to utilize 
the paint brushes that were anchored in 
their hands. Adapted scissors and non-
spill containers also aided the students.  
In Adapted STEM, the students were 
able to choose from a variety of sensory 
and building materials that met their 
level.  Sensory items were incredibly 
stimulating for those children who are 
calmed by texture and feel.  the music 
books that were purchased allowed the 
band students to begin their first 
journey into reading music for an 
instrument.   

2023 - 24 Girard School District Foundation Donors 

Anonymous 
Mr. Dan Agnello 
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Mrs. Desirae Andrzejczak 
Ms. Sarah Angelo 
Avonia Tavern 
B3GLOBALCON LLC 
Mrs. Christy Barnes 
Mrs. Jill Bashline 
Mr. David A. Baxter, Esq 
Mr. Frank Beachly, Jr. 
Beautiful Over Lake Golf Course 
Bianchi Motors Inc. 
Mrs. Jennifer Bloomster 
Ms. Kristen Blucas 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Miss Lacy Brant 
Mr. Clayton Brocious 
Ms. Faye Brocious 
Mr. Joel Brown 
Mr. Richard Brown 
Builders Hardware 
Burton Funeral Home 
Mr. Peter Burton 
Buseck, Barger, Bleil & Co, Inc. 
Mrs. Amy Cambra 
Mr. Ryan Carr 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Cashdollar 
Chestnut Place LLC 
Mrs. Julie Chiocco 
Mr. Eric Christie 
Community Health Net 
Country Fair 
Dahlkemper Landscape 
Dan Rice Days Committee 
Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Ms. Jenny Davis 
Mrs. Lisa Davis 
Mr. David DeFazio, Lincoln 
Investment 
Mr. Geremia Dell’Omo 
Mrs. Mollie Dell’Omo 
Desantis Solutions 
Mrs. Autumn Dewey 
Mr. Gregory Dore 
Mrs. Michelle Doritty 
Drushel & Kolakowski Insurance 
Agency 
Mr. George Drushel 
Ms. Jessica Durante 
Edder Funeral Home Inc. 
Ms. Courtney Edwards 
Erie Insurance 
Mrs. Andrea Fails 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Fails 
Mrs. Deb Faulkner 
Mr. Steven Felegie 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Fenner 
Mr. Mike Ferrington 

Mr. Brendan Fiolek 
First National Bank of PA 
Mrs. Mindy Forte 
Mr. James Funk 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Ms. Kelsea Griffiths 
Mr. Jacob Hagmaier 
Mr. Scott Haney 
Mr. Gerald Hansen 
Mr. John Hatton 
Mr. Russell Wesley Hinkle 
Mr. Michael Hlebik 
Mr. Richard Holliday 
HUB International Limited 
Mr. Jeff Irwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Erik Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Iszkula 
Jackburn MFG, Inc. 
Ms. Bonnie Johnson 
Mr. Mike Joseph 
Mrs. Megan Kaiser 
Keeler Contracting LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Killian 
Ms. Stephanie Klemm 
KML Industrial Supply 
Mr. Kirk Kneidinger, Hagan Business 
Machines 
Mrs. Emily Knorr 
Knox, McLaughlin, Gornall & Sennett, 
PC 
Mrs. Karen Kobierski 
Mr. David Koma 
Ms. Donna Komisarski 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Korb 
Mr. David Kristian 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Larson 
Mr. & Mrs. Legnasky 
Ms. Sarah Liebentritt 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Litz 
Mr. Eric Louis 
Mr. David MacEwen 
Mr. John Mason 
Matrix Tool, Inc. 
Ms. Christine H. McClure, Esq & Mr. 
R. Perrin Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McConnell 
Ms. Sheree McConnell 
Mrs. Amy McDonald 
McDonald’s Restaurants 
Ms. Nicole McKean 
McQuillen Chevrolet GMC 
Mr. Matt Mikovich 
Mr. Brad Miller 
Mr. Craig Miller 
Mrs. Donna M. Miller 
Mrs. Jeanne Miller 
Ms. Lori Miller 
Mr. William Miller 

Mr. Greg Mitcho 
Mr. Alex Monico 
Mrs. Amy Montagna 
Ms. Mary Ann Mook 
Mr. Daniel Morschhauser 
Ms. Sue Mueller 
Mrs. Jessica Munch 
Mr. Patrick Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Nagle 
Miss Cindy Nelson 
Ms. Cheryl Newton 
Miss Kailynn Noon 
Northwestern Manufacturing 
Mr. Dennis Olesnanik 
Mr. Richard Olinger 
Mrs. Kathryn Orr 
Mrs. Lorin Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Paslowski 
Judge Richard G. Payne 
PDQ Pest Control, Inc. 
Ms. Julia Pellegrino 
Pennington Lines Real Estate 
Mrs. Erin Pizzo 
PNC Capital Markets 
Mr. Eric Podgers 
Pratt Insurance Agency, LLC 
Mr. Ryan Pratt 
Premiere Day Spa 
Principal of Running– Michael Getz 
Printing Concepts Inc. 
Mr. Greg Proper 
Ms. Erica Ratkowski 
Mrs. Julia Reinwald 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Riley 
Mrs. Reba Robie 
Mr. Dean Roney 
Mr. Ron Rudler 
Mr. Larry Russell 
Mr. Brady Sager 
Mr. Bryant Sapone 
Ms. Melissa Sawin 
Miss Sandra Schellang Donnelly 
Mrs. Floris Seneta 
Mrs. Robin Seneta 
Mrs. Jeanette Settelmaier 
Mrs. Carrie Shady 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mrs. Catherine Shepard 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Showler 
Mr. Dave Simmons 
Ms. Caryn Skelton 
Mrs. Nancy Snyder 
Ms. Antonella Spinelli 
Mrs. Jeanene Stark 
Mrs. Lauren Staszewski 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Steadman, Esq 
Steadman Law Office, PC 
Ms. Bettie Stephens 
Mr. Greg Stelter 

Mr. John Stewart 
Student Transportation of America, 
Inc 
Ms. Elizabeth Sturgeon 
Mr. David Swanson 
Tendto Credit Union 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Thompson 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
John Tramontano Foundation 
Mrs. Shelly Tramontano 
Mr. Michael Trudnowski 
Mrs. Dana Turner 
Ms. Rebecca Turner 
Mr. John Vanerstrom 
Vineyard Oil & Gas Company 
Wagner Giblin Insurance 
Mr. Stephen Wagner 
Mr. Albert Waller 
Ms. Kathleen Weed 
Mr. Brian Welch 
Mrs. Jennifer Welker 
Ms. Ashley Wells 
West Penn Collision 
Ms. Rebecca Widdecombe 
Widget Financial 
Mr. Greg Wohlford 
Mrs. Judene Wride 
Ms. Chris Yuhas 
Mr. Erich Zeppenfeld 
Mr. Michael Zona 

In Memory of Daniel Finnegan 
Mrs. Darlene Elwinger 

In Memory of Ron Shilling 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Dunbar 

In Memory of Carolyn Baxter 
Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Mrs. Esther Kuntz 
Mrs. Carole Leffingwell 
Mr. Ed Mattson 
Mr. Larry Sydow 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Wurst 

 
 
Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of our donor list. If you 
discover an error, please accept our 
apology and notify us at  814-774-
5666 Ext 1435 so that we can correct 
our records. Thank you. 

Innovation Grants 

We appreciate your commitment to providing additional opportunities to our students. We hope you continue this commitment to the GSD Founda-

tion, either financially or through volunteering to help raise funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be made in varying forms: monetary donations (i.e. me-

morial, recognition of an educator, or tribute to someone special), scholarship funds, endowment, will or estate planning, and business partnerships. 


