
 

 

 

Our Mission          https://www.girardsdf.org 
The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; increase public involvement in schools; 
increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foundation 
through annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 

The Girard School District (GSD) Foundation is proud to be celebrating its eleventh year of supporting the Girard School District by 

funding innovative learning opportunities for its students and providing multiple scholarships for graduating seniors. Even though the 

COVID-19 pandemic curtailed our fundraising events, the GSD Foundation was able to support several of the District’s initiatives 

through continued giving from our donors. The Erie Gives campaign was especially successful for our organization! 

For the 2020-2021 school year we were able to provide over $4,500 in grants to enhance exciting classroom activities for Girard 

School District students.  Throughout the GSD Foundation’s existence, 44 different grants have been awarded totaling over $59,000.  

These learning experiences promoted student engagement and provided many enhanced learning opportunities not funded through 

state and federal monies.  Be sure to read about some innovative teacher grants presented in 2020-2021 further on in this report. 

This past June, we awarded close to $15,400 in scholarships to 19 deserving seniors to help reduce some of the financial burden of 

college.  Thus far, the GSD Foundation has awarded over $92,000 in these scholarships.  This has all been made possible through the 

generosity of donors like you!  

 The GSD Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to sustaining and expanding the excellence of the Girard public 

schools. Funding is made possible through support from businesses, alumni classes, and individuals who value education and want to 

make a difference in our students’ future. We are very grateful for your partnership with us in this endeavor.  

I invite you to access our website at www.girardsdf.org to learn about the GSD Foundation, past recipients of scholarships and 
grants, and to learn more ways you can become involved. This Annual Report provides you with information regarding the impact 
your donations had on students’ lives last school year.  Again, thank you for your support! 

Mary Kay Borkowski 

Message from the GSD Foundation President …… 

Girard School District Foundation  
1203 Lake Street 
Girard, PA 16417 
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  2020-2021 Annual Report 

Congratulations to the nineteen (19) Class of 2021 scholarship recipients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left-t-Right: Dixie Lewis, Silas McCaslin, Sean Mitcho, Amber Carr, Emily Copus, Austin Barrett, Natalie Ozimek, Todd Essman, 

Vanessa Torres, Ariana Fenell, Brianna Nolan, Chyna Hicks, James Reinwald, John Treusch, Ethan Getz, Tyler Wofford, and Abbey Zinz   

 

Student Scholarships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Voting 
Mary Kay Borkowski,  
President 

Pat Miller, Vice-President 
Jennifer Bach, Secretary 
Chris Yuhas, Treasurer 

 
 
Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 
Betsy Korb 
Deb Filutze 

 John Tramontano 

 
 
Bettie Stephens 
Jeannie Miller 
Kristen Pratt 
Kristen Blucas 
 

 
Non-voting 
Donna Miller,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Jacob Hagmaier,  
   GSD Business Manager  

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Every spring the Girard School District Foundation typi-

cally celebrates the induction of the class of distin-

guished Girard School District graduates at its annual 

Hive of Fame banquet.  The individuals honored that 

evening represent a wide variety of talent and success 

and we have always been proud to recognize them for 

their contributions to their alma mater and their com-

munities.  Many generous sponsors make this annual 

event one of our signature fundraisers as the GSD Foun-

dation continues its mission to enhance exceptional pro-

grams for the Girard School District students. Unfortu-

nately, as was the case in 2020,  we were unable to host 

the event again in 2021 due to the pandemic.  We look 

forward to April 2022 when we will be able to recognize 

these distinguished individuals together for both the 

classes of 2020 and 2022.  We hope to see you there! 

2021 Hive of Fame  

http://www.girardsdf.org


The Teacher/Staff Innovation Grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

VEX Robotics Initiative, John 
Bochicchio (GHS)  

The VEX Robotics Initiative exposes GHS 
students to robotics, computer 
programing, engineering, Artificial 
Intelligence, ethics, business and hands-
on applications of math, science, 
electronics and circuit building. The 

students build robots for, and 
participate in, regional competitions. 
Student involvement in these 
competitions allow the students to 
experience why soft skills, such as 
working in teams and presenting 
professional presentations, are also 
important. In addition to the 
competitions, the VEX Robotic kits will 
be used in the STEM lab and in courses, 
such as Emerging Technologies and 
Introduction to Engineering.  In addition, 
the students are introduced to high 
paying tech jobs, hopefully making them 
more employable upon graduation. 

3rd & 4th Grade Virtual Book 
Club, Tammy Radar (EVES)  

Over 70 students met online weekly to 
participate in the 3rd & 4th Grade Virtual 
Book Club.  Half-hour reading periods 
were followed by group discussion 
sessions.  Participants then had the 
option to complete a final STEM project 
creating their very own fortress, 12 of 
which were brought in to be displayed 
at EVES.  This project directly aligned 

with the students’ education.  
Participants logged into a Zoom session 
from home and actively engaged with 
the story and reading comprehension.  
The club connected their thinking to 
reading a book, taught how to use their 
creativity and imagination to construct 
an art/STEM project based off of what 
they read, and encouraged them to use 
basic materials they could find at home.  
Once the virtual book club concluded, 
students’ received certificates of 
participation, perfect attendance 
certificates, and, with the grant 
provided, were presented with the 
second book in the series. 

Virtual Book Club 

2020-21 Girard School District Foundation Donors 

Anonymous 
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Mr. David Ashton 
Mrs. Jennifer Bach 
Mrs. Errin Barrett 
Ms. Carolyn Baxter 
Mr. David A. Baxter, Esq 
Mr. Frank Beachly, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Bessire 
Mr. Doug Bible 
Mrs. Jennifer Bloomster 
Ms. Kristen Blucas 
Mr. John Bochicchio 
Mrs. Barbara Bolt 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Ms. Lacy Brant 
Mr. Joel Brown 
Miss Amy Campoli 
Mrs. Ashley Church 
Mrs. Sarah Clawson 
Miss Jean Cordier 
Dahlkemper Landscape 
Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Ms. Barbara Davis 
Mr. David DeFazio - Lincoln 
Investment 
Mr. Greg Dore 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Doritty 
Mrs. Kimberly Dudas 
Ms. Jeri Dunn 
Miss Jessica Durante 
Ms. Courtney Edwards 
Erie Insurance Exchange 
Mrs. Margo Evans 
Mrs. Andrea Fails 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Fails 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Faulkner 

Mr. Steven A. Felegie 

Miss Mindy Forte 

Mrs. Alison Funk 

Mr. James Funk 
GHS National Honor Society 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Girard/Lake City Chamber of 
Commerce 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Green 
Miss Kelsea Griffiths 
Ms. Barb Gunnison 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Hagmaier 
Mr. Gerald Hansen 
Ms. Elizabeth Hayes 
Mr. Michael Hlebik 
Mr. Scott Hoover 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Erik Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Iszkula 
Mr. Jason Johnson 
Mrs. Katrina Johnston-Smith 
Mrs. Megan Kaiser 
Miss Grace Kizina 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Killian 
Ms. Stephanie Klemm 
Mrs. Autumn Klimek 
Mrs. Emily Knorr 
Mr. & Mrs. David Koma 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Korb 
Mrs. Beth Kuric 
Mrs. Kellie Laird 
Mrs. Rylie Leicht 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Legnasky 

Mrs. Melissa Lewis 

Ms. Christine H. McClure, Esq & Mr. 
Perrin Baker 
Mrs. Amy McDonald 
Ms. Nicole McKean 
Mr. & Mrs. Zachary McQuaid 
Mr. Matthew Mikovich 
Mr. Craig Miller 

Mrs. Donna Miller 
Ms. Lori Miller, Fire Chief (Ret) 
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mitcho 
Mrs. Amy Montagna 
Mrs. Jessica Munch 
Mr. Wilbur F. Nass 
Miss Cindy Nelson 
Ms. Cheryl Newton 
Miss Kailynn Noon 
Mrs. Amy Nuzback 
Mr. David Oas 
Mr. Richard P Olinger 
Miss Lorin Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Paslowski 
Judge Richard G. Payne 
Dr. Erin Pizzo 
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Pratt 
Mr. Gregory Proper 
Mr. Les Rickard 
Mr. Robert Rieger II 
Mr. Tim Riley 
Mr. Scott Russell 
Mrs. Erin Sebulak 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Seneta 
Mrs. Robin Seneta 
Miss Sandra Schellang Donnelly 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mrs. Catherine Shepard 
Ms. Nadine Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Shipley 
Ms. Caryn Skelton 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Snyder 
Ms. Antonella Spinelli 
Mrs. Lauren Staszewski 
Mr. & Mrs. James Steadman, Esq 
Mrs. Bonnie Stelter 
Mr. Greg Stelter 
Ms. Dorothy Super 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sydow 

Tendto Credit Union on behalf of 
Sydney Wetzel 
Mrs. Linda Tobolewski 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
Ms. Becca Turner 
Mrs. Shelly Tramontano 
Mrs. Dana Turner 
Mr. John Vanerstrom – HUB 
International 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Weed 
Mrs. Jennifer Welker 
The Wetzel Family 
Ms. Rebecca Widdecombe 
Ms. Chris Yuhas 
 
In Honor of Coach Larry Seneta 
Mr. Christopher Larson 
 
In Memory of Donald "Doc" Kuntz 
Anonymous 
 
In Memory of Mark Metzler 
Ms. Sheila Saykiewicz 
 
In Memory of Brandon Roney 
Mr. Dean Roney 
 
In Memory of Austin Watson 
Ms. Emily Miller 
Ms. Larissa Miller 
 
In Memory of Joseph Leone 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
 
Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of our donor list. If you 
discover an error, please accept our 
apology and notify us at  814-774-
5666 Ext 6105 so that we can correct 
our records. Thank you. 

Innovation Grants 

We appreciate your commitment to providing additional opportunities to our students. We hope you continue this commitment to the GSD 

Foundation, either financially or through volunteering to help raise funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be made in varying forms: monetary dona-

tions (i.e. memorial, recognition of an educator, or tribute to someone special), scholarship funds, endowment, will or estate planning, and 

business partnerships. 

Your contributions have a greater impact on student experiences, because the GSD Foundation is managed by an all-volunteer board of direc-

tors. To find out more, visit our website at https://www.girardsdf.org 

VEX Robotics Initiative 

    The Brian Simkovitch Scholarship, $500 - Abbey Zinz 

 The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500 -  Sean Mitcho 

 Girard School District Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, $500 each - Austin Barrett & Amber Carr 

 Award for Outstanding Character and Integrity, $500 - Silas McCaslin 

 Mina George Memorial Scholarship, $500 each - John Treusch & Brianna Nolan 

 Girard-Lake City Chamber of Commerce, 1,000 - Natalie Ozimek 

 The Iszkula Family Scholarship, $1,500 each - Silas McCaslin & Vanessa Torres 

 The Joseph and Lois Legnasky Scholarship, $500 - James Reinwald 

 The Rebecca Kuzma Widdecombe Scholarship, $1,000 - Todd Essman 

 The Bob Dunn Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Emily Copus 

 The Donna Marasco Memorial Scholarship, $1,500 - Chyna Hicks 

 The Brook Tolbert Memorial Scholarship, $1,000 - Dixie Lewis 

 The Carol M. Nass Memorial Medical Scholarship, $1,000 - Abbey Zinz 

 The Richard G. Payne Scholarship in Memory of Isabel Foye, $1,000 - Tyler Wofford 

 The RAUHS Class of 1956 Scholarship, $687.50 each - Ethan Getz & Ariana Fenell  
 

2021 Student Scholarship Recipients 

Note 1:  Due to COVID, several Teacher Grant projects awarded 
funding for FY 20 were cancelled and therefor not funded.  The FY 
20 Teacher Grants expense reflects the cancellation of grants 
totaling $2,647.79.  Additionally, no grants were awarded for Fall 
2020-21 resulting in a decrease in Teacher Grant Funding for FY 21. 

http://www.girardsdf.org

