
 

 

 

 

Our Mission          https://www.girardsdf.org 
The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; increase public involvement in 
schools; increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foun-
dation through annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 

 

The Girard School District Foundation is proud to be celebrating its tenth year of supporting the Girard School District by funding 

innovative learning opportunities for its students and providing multiple scholarships for graduating seniors. This past June, we 

awarded over $14,000 in scholarships to 17 deserving seniors to help reduce some of the financial burden of college.  For the 2019-

2020 school year we were able to provide over $12,500 in grants to enhance worthwhile experiences for Girard School District stu-

dents.  These hands-on learning experiences promote student engagement and provide opportunities that some students may not 

otherwise have had.  Be sure to read about some of these innovative teacher grants further on in this report.  This has all been 

made possible through the generosity of donors like you.  

The GSD Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to sustaining and expanding the excellence of the Girard public 

schools. Funding is made possible through support from businesses, alumni classes, and individuals who value education and want 

to make a difference in our students’ future. We are very grateful for your partnership in this endeavor.  

I invite you to access our website at www.girardsdf.org to learn about GSD Foundation events, past recipients of scholarships and 
grants, and to learn more ways you can become involved. This Annual Report provides you with information regarding the impact 
your donations had on students’ lives last school year.  Again, thank you for your support! 
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Congratulations to the seventeen (17) Class of 2020 scholarship recipients: 
 

Student Scholarships 

• The Brian Simkovitch Memorial Scholarship, 
$500  

• The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500  
• The Girard School District Foundation  
    Ambassador Scholarship, $500 each  
• The Outstanding Character and Integrity 

Scholarship, $500  
• The Mina George Scholarship, $500 each  
• The Iszkula Family Scholarship, $1,500 each  
• The Steven McKenrick Memorial  
    Scholarship, $500  
• The Rebecca Kuzma Widdecombe  
    Scholarship, $1,000  
• The Bob Dunn Memorial Scholarship, $500 
• The Donna Marasco Memorial Scholarship, 

$1,500  
• The Richard G. Payne Scholarship in Memory 

of Isabel Foye, $1,000  
• The Brooke Tolbert Memorial Scholarship, 

$1,000  
• The Elsie Andrzejczak Memorial Scholarship, 

$1,035 
• The Carol M. Nass Memorial Medical  
    Scholarship, $1,000  

 
Voting 
Mary Kay Borkowski,  
President 
Pat Miller, Vice-President 
Kathleen Weed, Secretary 
Chris Yuhas, Treasurer 

 
 
Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 
Kathryn Holliday-Darr 
Deb Pieper  

 John Tramontano 

 
 
Bettie Stephens 
Jennifer Bach 
Bonnie Stelter 
 
 

 
Non-voting 
Donna Miller,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Jacob Hagmaier,  
   GSD Business Manager  

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Every spring the Girard School District Foundation typi-

cally celebrates the induction of the class of distin-

guished Girard School District graduates at its annual 

Hive of Fame banquet.  The individuals honored that 

evening represent a wide variety of talent and success 

and we have always been proud to recognize them for 

their contributions to their alma mater and their com-

munities.  Many generous sponsors make this annual 

event one of our signature fundraisers as the GSD Foun-

dation continues its mission to enhance exceptional pro-

grams for the Girard School District students. Unfortu-

nately, we were not able to host the event this year due 

to the pandemic.  We look forward to next April when 

we will be able to recognize these distinguished individu-

als together for both 2020 and 2021.  We hope to see 

you there! 

2020 Hive of Fame  

http://www.girardsdf.org


The Teacher/Staff Innovation Grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

STeAM in The Outdoors,  
Scott Russell (GHS)  

Outdoor Adventure is a Physical 
Education elective that allows students 
(40) to explore local and regional 
resources as they participate in activities 
such as rock climbing, backpacking and 
snowshoeing. The STeAM in the 
Outdoors grant project intentionally 
utilizes Science, Technology and the Arts 
as part of these experiences. For 
example, on rock climbing trips, with 
help from the GSD biology teacher, 
students identify species of fungus, 
plants, invasive species and living 
organisms. Students use GoPro 
equipment to capture and edit video 
and photos utilizing digital arts 
technology. The GSD Foundation was 
able to assist with sustaining this 
important initiative. 

PA Business Week, Antonella 
Spinelli (GHS) 

With the support of the community and 
a little help from the GSD Foundation, 
students embarked on a week-long 
business venture. Business Week 
teaches students about the American 
Economic system by dividing them into 
management teams that run their 
computer simulated companies for the 
equivalent of 12 business quarters. They 
make all management decisions with 
volunteer advisors offering guidance.  

Classroom Set of TI-84 Plus CE 
Calculators, Alicia Hricz (GHS) 

Thirty outdated graphing calculators 
were replaced with the latest 
technology. Classes benefitting are 
statistics and algebra I and II. The 
previous calculators were 15 years old, 
and were no longer useful to these 

classes (but will still have use in lower 
level classes). Students will become 
skilled in the latest graphing calculator 
technology, setting them up for future 
success. 

VEX Robotics Initiative, John 
Bochicchio (GHS)  

The VEX Robotics Initiative exposes GHS 
students to robotics, computer 
programing, engineering, Artificial 
Intelligence, ethics, business and hands-
on applications of math, science, 
electronics and circuit building. Students 
build robots for, and participate in, 
regional competitions. This involvement 
allows students to experience why soft 
skills, such as working in teams and 
presenting professional presentations, 
are also important. The VEX Robotic kits 
will also be used in the STEM lab and 
courses such as Emerging Technologies 
and Introduction to Engineering. 

Behrend Engineering Field Trip, 
Ashley Church (EVES)  

The entire EVES fourth-grade class (120 
students) will visit Penn State Behrend’s 
School of Engineering to learn about 
engineering and to participate in hands-
on problem-solving activities. This trip 
closely aligns with the “Engineers’ 
Journals” classroom curriculum students 
will be working on throughout the 
school year. They are exploring civil, 
mechanical, biomedical, aerospace, and 
environmental engineering. The trip to 
Behrend will demonstrate real-world 
examples of those types of engineering 
principles and expose students to a 

highly ranked regional college to learn 
more about higher education 
opportunities. 

Children’s Water Festival, 
Amy Coughlin (RAMS) 

The GSD Foundation provided funds for 
transportation and lunch enabling the 
5th grade class to attend the Children’s 
Water Festival at Penn State Erie. This 
festival educates students about the 
importance of water through dynamic, 
interactive activities.  

Biography Studies, Erin Pizzo 
(EVES) 

Fourth grade students used the 
requested Who Was…? biography series 
to read about a notable person and 
develop a written and oral report about 
that person. The books lend themselves 
to developing timelines and school-
appropriate events in that person’s life. 
With over 150 titles to choose from, the 
series provides a world of information 
for a myriad of historical figures.  

Girls Who Code, David Koma 
(RAMS) 

Girls Who Code is an extra-curricular 
activity, in the form of an after-school 
club, for female students at Rice Avenue 
Middle School. Girls will be guided to 
use Computer Science to learn from fun 
and simple online tutorials, build 
community through interactive 
activities, and learn from inspiring role 
models. They will also work in teams to 
design and build a project that solves 
real world problems.  

TI-84 Plus CE Calculators 

2019-20 Girard School District Foundation Donors 

Anonymous 
Mr. Brian Abbott 
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Ms. Jennifer Bach 
BAE Systems 
Mr. David A. Baxter, Esq 
Mr. Samuel Bayle 
Mr. Frank Beachly, Jr. 
Mrs. Erin Benson 
Mr. Doug Bible 
Mr. John Bochicchio 
Mrs. Barbara Bolt 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Ms. Lacy Brant 
Ms. Marne Brzozowski 
Buseck Barger Bleil & Co 
Mrs. Amy Campoli 
Class of 1956 
Mrs. Yvonne Conley 
Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Ms. Barbara Davis 
Ms. Susan Decker 
Mr. David DeFazio - Lincoln 
Investment 
Mrs. Sandy Donnelly 
Mr. Gregory Dore 
Mrs. Kim Dudas 
Ms. Jeri Dunn 
Mrs. Andrea Fails 
Mr. Steven Felegie 
Miss Janae Flint 
Mrs. Mindy Forte 
Mr. & Mrs. James Funk 

Dr. Michael T. Gette 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Green 
Ms. Barb Gunnison 
Hagan Business Machines 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Hagmaier 
Mr. Gerald Hansen 
Ms. Elizabeth Hayes 
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Mr. Mike Hlebik 
Miss Tiffany Huster 
Dr. & Mrs. Erik Iszkula 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Iszkula 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Iszkula 
Ms. Amber Jackson 
Ms. Megan Kaiser 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Killian 
Ms. Grace Kizina 
Mrs. Autumn Klimek 
Mrs. Emily Knorr 
Knox McLauglin Gornall & 
Sennett, P.C. 
Mrs. Melissa Koma 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Korb 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kuntz 
Ms. Kellie Laird 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Legnasky 
Mrs. Rylie Leicht 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lossie 
Ms. Jennifer Lueck 
Ms. Terri Mallory 
Ms. Christine H. McClure, Esq & 
Mr. Perrin Baker 

Ms. Nicole McKean 
Mrs. Heidi McKenrick 
Ms. Barbara Meguro 
Mr. Matt Mikovich 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill MIller 
Father Charles Miller 
Mrs. Donna Miller 
Ms. Christina Moore 
Mrs. Jessica Munch 
Mr. Trevor Murnock 
Mr. Wilbur Nass 
Ms. Cindy Nelson 
Ms. Cheryl Newton 
Ms. Kailynn Noon 
Mrs Amy Nuzback 
Mr. David Oas 
Mr. Richard P. Olinger 
Mrs. Lorin Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Paslowski 
Judge Richard G. Payne 
Mrs. Erin Pizzo 
Ms. Barbara Platz 
Ms. Reba Robie 
Mr. Scott Russell 
Mrs. Erin Sebulak 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Seneta 
Mrs. Marie Service 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Shipley 
Ms. Caryn Skelton 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Snyder 
Ms. Antonella Spinelli 
Mrs. Lauren Staszewski 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Steadman, 
Esq 
Mrs. Bonnie Stelter 
Mr. Greg Stelter 
Mr. David Swanson 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
Mr. & Mrs. John Tramontano 
Mrs. Dana Turner 
Ms. Rebecca Turner 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Weed 
Ms. Jason Weiss 
Mrs. Jennifer Welker 
Ms. Rebecca Widdecombe 
Ms. Chris Yuhas 
Mr. Erich Zeppenfeld 
 

In Memory of Kathryn “Kakie” 
Dudas 
Ms. Peggy Bonner 
Ms. Kathy Milford 
Mr. Michael Riley 
Mr. Tim Riley, Jr. 
 

In Memory of Donald "Doc" 
Kuntz 
Anonymous 
 

Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of our donor 
list. If you discover an error, 
please accept our apology and 
notify us at  814-774-5666  
Ext 6105 so that we can correct 
our records. Thank you. 

PA Business Week 

Innovation Grants 

We appreciate your commitment to provid-

ing additional opportunities to our stu-

dents. We hope you continue this commit-

ment to the GSD Foundation, either finan-

cially or through volunteering to help raise 

funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be made in 

varying forms: monetary donations (i.e. 

memorial, recognition of an educator, or 

tribute to someone special), scholarship 

funds, endowment, will or estate planning, 

and business partnerships. 

Your contributions have a greater impact 

on student experiences, because the GSD 

Foundation is managed by an all-volunteer 

board of directors. To find out more, visit 

our website at https://www.girardsdf.org 

http://www.girardsdf.org

