
 

 

 

 

Our Mission          https://www.girardsdf.org 
The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; increase public involvement in schools; 
increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foundation 
through annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 

The Girard School District Foundation (GSDF) is pleased to provide this annual report with information regarding the impact your 
donations have had on our community’s students’ lives during the 2018-2019 school year. We are proud to be now entering our 
tenth year as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to sustaining and expanding the excellence of Girard public schools. 

Through your generosity the GSDF has been able to continue its mission in support of Girard School District students and teachers. 
This past school year we awarded grants totaling $9887 which provided exciting, hands-on learning opportunities for students from 
preschool through 12th grade! In addition, we once again partnered with several organizations, families, and individuals to fund 
scholarships worth $10,350 for Girard High School graduating seniors. All these awards were made possible through support from 
those who value education and want to make a difference in a young person’s life. We are very grateful for this commitment from 
you and hope to continue our partnership for years to come!  

Many of our funds are raised through community events and activities. Please access our website at https://www.girardsdf.org to 
learn more about these events, past recipients of scholarships and grants, and additional ways you can become involved in our 
worthwhile organization. Please enjoy the summary of this past year’s accomplishments made possible through your generosity.  
Again, thank you for making all this a reality for our students! 

Message from the GSD Foundation President …… 

Girard School District Foundation  
1203 Lake Street 
Girard, PA 16417 
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Courtney Nagle, Richard O’Leary Gette, GHS Principal Eric Louis, Cheryl Newton, Bradley 
Gunnison, Brian Abbott, 

2019 Hive of Fame 

We appreciate your commitment to 
providing additional opportunities to our 
students. We hope you continue this com-
mitment to the GSD Foundation, either 
financially or through volunteering to help 
raise funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be 
made in varying forms: monetary dona-
tions (i.e. memorial, recognition of an edu-
cator, or tribute to someone special), 
scholarship funds, endowment, will or es-
tate planning, and business partnerships. 

Your contributions have a greater impact 
on student experiences, because the GSD 
Foundation is managed by an all-volunteer 
board of directors. To find out more, visit 
our website at https://www.girardsdf.org 
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Fifteen (15) Student Scholarships were awarded to the Class of 2019 during graduation at the Warner Theater on June 4, 2019 

Congratulations to the 2019 scholarship recipients: 

 The Kathleen Roberts Scholarship, $250 - Benjamin LaRiccia 
 The Brian Simkovitch Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Karly McKenrick 
 The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500 - Annelise Hansen 
 The Girard School District Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, $500 each - Karly McKenrick & Lena Mitcho  
 The Outstanding Character and Integrity Scholarship, $500 - Haven Dinges 
 The Mina George Scholarship, $500 each - Kyrstyn Jacobs and Johnathan “Blake” Essman 
 The Girard/Lake City Chamber of Commerce Scholarship, $1000 - Megan Koma 
 The Lee Ann Griffiths Memorial Scholarship, $100 - Kira Ackerman  
 The Iszkula Family Scholarship, $1,500 each - Abigail Treusch and Trevor Jones 
 The Steven McKenrick Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Kailee Rictor 
 The Joseph and Lois Legnasky Scholarship, $500 - Ian Heitman 
 The Rebecca Kuzma Widdecombe Scholarship, $1000 - Alexis Nicholes 
 The Bob Dunn Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Leah Hardy 

Student Scholarships 

http://www.girardsdf.org


The Teacher/Staff Innovation Grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

Children’s Water Festival, 
Amy Coughlin (RAMS) 
The GSD Foundation provided funds for 
transportation and lunch enabling the 
5th grade class to attend the Children’s 
Water Festival at Penn State Erie. This 
festival educates students about the 
importance of water through dynamic, 
interactive activities.  

PreK through First Grade STEM 
and Gross Motor Exploration, 
Ashley Church (EVES) 
Funding for this innovative project will 
help transform a storage area into a 
multi-faceted learning space. Plans 
include a gross motor area with a 
sensory walk, a balance beam, tunnels 
and target games. Students will benefit 
from the creation of a STEM area where 
they will experience coding through 
robots and manipulatives, building three 
dimensional creations, and even testing 
some of them against the forces of an 
earthquake! 

Read-Along Listening Center, 
Tricia McKenzie and Leslye 
Durst (EVES) 

Pre-kindergarten students will benefit 
from the purchase of additional Read-
Along sets for the existing reading/
listening center. The Read-Along sets 
will promote critical comprehension 
skills, reinforcement of listening skills, 
and depth and interest in students’ 
reading experience. They will create a 
fun way for students to see how the 
words on the page can come alive.  

PA Business Week, Antonella 
Spinelli (GHS) 
With the support of the community and 
a little help from the GSD Foundation, 
students embarked on a week-long 
business venture. Business Week 
teaches students about the American 
Economic system by dividing them into 
management teams that run their 
computer simulated companies for the 
equivalent of 12 business quarters. They 
make all management decisions with 
volunteer advisors offering guidance.  

Behrend Engineering Field Trip, 
Ashley Church (EVES)  
The fourth-grade class will visit Penn 
State Erie’s School of Engineering to 
learn about engineering and to 
participate in hands-on activities. This 

field trip closely aligns with the 
“Engineers’ Journals” classroom 
curriculum students will be working on 
throughout the school year and will 
demonstrate real-world examples of 
engineering principles. 

2000 in 40, Kailynn Noon 
(RAMS) 
Using physical activity tracking devices 
(PATs), 2000 in 40 hopes to plant the 
seed for students to understand the 
importance of getting at least 10,000 
steps every day. Students will engage in 
moderate to vigorous physical activity, 
and calculate steps taken during their 
class with the goal of reaching 2,000 
steps in 40 minutes. The program aims 
to create healthy minds and bodies one 
step at a time. 

 

Classroom Set of TI-84 Plus CE 
Calculators, Mark Andrews 
(GHS) 
Thirty outdated graphing calculators 
were replaced with the latest 
technology. The previous calculators 
were 10 – 20 years old, and were no 
longer useful for higher level math 
courses (but will still have use in lower 
level classes). Students will become 
skilled in the latest graphing calculator 
technology, setting them up for future 
success. 

TI-84 Plus CE Calculators 

Honors Sponsor, $1000  
First National Bank of  
  Pennsylvania 
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield  
HUB International Limited 
Maple Donuts Erie, LLC. 
STA of Pennsylvania, Inc. 
 
Red & Gold Sponsor, $500 
PNC Capital Markets 
Weber Murphy Fox, Inc.  
   
Yellow Jacket Sponsor, $350 
Drushel & Kolakowski Insurance 
  Agency 
Edder Funeral Home, Inc. 

Girard Federation of Teachers 
Knox McLaughlin Gornall &  
  Sennett, P.C. 
 
Business Sponsor, $100 — $250 
Avonia Tavern 
Beautiful Over Lake Golf Course 
Bianchi Motors 
Burton Funeral Homes and  
  Crematory, Inc. 
Buseck, Barger, Bleil & Co., Inc. 
Chestnut Place 
Chico’s Travelers Inn, Inc. 
Community Health Net 
Conneaut Savings Bank 
Don Green Sanitation, Inc. 

Electronic Communication  
  Services, Inc. 
Erie Bank 
Fairview Hardware 
Keeler Contracting and Self  
  Storage 
McQuillen Chevrolet-Buick-GMC 
Northwestern Manufacturing 
Pratt Insurance Agency, LLC 
Vineyard Oil & Gas Company 
West Penn Collision 
 
Individual Sponsor, $50 — 
  $1000 
James & Carolyn Baxter 
John & Kathy Darr 

Mary Kay Borkowski 
Gary & Debra Faulkner 
James C. Meeder 
Craig Miller 
Donna M. Miller 
Pat & Denise Miller 
William & Beverly Miller 
Commissioner Richard & Patricia 
  Payne 
The Hagmaier Family 
In Honor of Cheryl Newton, 
  Friend of the Foundation 
  
Friend of the Foundation 
Christie Family Chiropractic 
Wagner Giblin Insurance 

2019 Hive of Fame Sponsors 

 
Voting 
Mary Kay Borkowski,  
President 

Pat Miller, Vice-President 
Kathleen Weed, Secretary 
Donna Green, Treasurer 

 
 
Barbara Davis 
Gary Dudas 
Bonnie Stelter 
Kathryn Holliday-Darr 
Deb Pieper 

 
 
Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 
Chris Yuhas 

  John Tramontano 
  Brian Payne 

 
Non-voting 
Donna Miller,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Jacob Hagmaier,  
   GSD Business Manager  

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Children’s Water Festival 

2018-19 Girard School District Foundation Donors 

Anonymous (40) 
Mrs. Julie Acker 
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Mr. Paul Baltzer 
Ms. Christy Barnes 
Mrs. Jill Bashline 
Mr. David A. Baxter, Esq 
Mrs. Stacy Bayus 
Mr. Frank Beachly, Jr. 
Mr. Doug Bible 
Mr. and Mrs. Royce Billings 
Ms. Kristen Blucas 
Mr. John Bochicchio 
Ms. Rylie Bolt 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Ms. Lacy Brant 
Ms. Marne Brzozowski 
Ms. Amy Campoli 
Ms. Jamie Carr 
Mrs. Yvonne Conley 
Mr. and Mrs. John Darr 
Ms. Barbara Davis 
Ms. Susan Decker 
Mrs. Sandy Donnelly 
Mr. Gregory Dore 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dudas 
Mrs. Courtney Edwards 
Erie Insurance Group on behalf of  
     Kristen Blucas             
Erie Insurance Group on behalf of  
     Sandra Imamovic 
Mrs. Andrea Fails 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Faulkner 
Mr. Steve Felegie 

Mrs. Michele Fenner 
Mrs. Shelly Ferretti 
Ms. Joanna Fiscus 
Miss Janae Flint 
Mrs. Mindy Forte 
Mr. and Mrs. James Funk 
Dr. Michael T. Gette 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Green 
Ms. Barb Gunnison 
Ms. Karen Hadley 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Hagmaier 
Mr. Gerald Hansen 
Ms. Elizabeth Hayes 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Holliday 
Miss Tiffany Huster 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Iszkula 
Mrs. Eva Jerome 
Dr. Katrina Johnston-Smith 
Miss Jennifer Killian 
Mr. Richard Killian 
Mrs. Emily Knorr 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Korb 
Ms. Kellie Laird 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lossie 
Ms. Jennifer Lueck 
Electronic Communication  
Ms. Christine McClure, Esq and  
     Mr. Perry Baker 
Mrs. Tricia McKenzie 
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary McQuaid 
Mr. Craig Miller 
Mrs. Donna M. Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. William Miller 
Mrs. Jessica Munch 
Mr. Trevor Murnock 
Ms. Cheryl Newton 
Ms. Kristen Nichols 
Mrs. Amy Nuzback 
Mr. Richard P. Olinger 
Ms. Kim Ozimek 
Dr. and Mrs. Mike Parenti 
Mrs. Erin Pizzo 
Mrs. Katie Ploss 
Ms. Terri Rash 
Patty & Tim Riley Fund of the  
     Erie Community Foundation     
Ms. Catherine Russell 
Mr. Scott Russell 
Ms. Margaret Schmitz 
Mrs. Erin Sebulak 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Seneta 
Ms. Carrie Shady 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mrs. Nadine Sherman 
Mr. Robert Snyder 
Mrs. Robin Snyder 
Ms. Antonella Spinelli 
Mrs. Lauren Staszewski 
Mr. Greg Stelter 
Ms. Bettie Stephens 
Mr. David Swanson 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Swierczewski 
The Nonprofit Partnership 
Ms. Linda Tobolewski 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
Mr. and Mrs. John Tramontano 

Mrs. Dana Turner 
Mrs. Jennifer Welker 
Ms. Rebecca Widdecombe  
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wride 
Mrs. Kim Wurst 
Ms. Chris Yuhas 
Mrs. Mary Zeppenfeld 
 

In Honor of Esa Blucas 
Dr. Ranco Barac 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Beatty 
Ms. Jessica Becker 
Ms. Kristen Blucas 
Ms. Sara Delval 
Erie Insurance Group on behalf of 
     Sandra Imamovic  
Ms. Jennifer Fisher 
Mr. and Mrs. John Darr 
Ms. Sandra Imamovic 
Ms. Heather Merritt 
Ms. Ruth Reynolds 
Dr. Ellen Strobel 
Mrs. Jennifer Tolbert 
Ms. Mary Tomei 
 
In Memory of Donald “Doc” 
Kuntz 
Anonymous 
 

In Honor of Cheryl Newton 
Anonymous 
 
In Memory of Brandon Charles 
Roney 
Mr. Dean Roney 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donor list. If you discover an error, please accept our apology and notify us at 
814-774-5666 Ext 6105 so that we can correct our records. Thank you. 

Read-Along Listening Center 

Innovation Grants 


