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Our Mission 

The purpose of the Girard School District Foundation is to enhance educational opportunities for all District students; to in-
crease public involvement in schools; to increase initiatives which support quality instruction and lifelong learning endeavors 
and encourage alumni and others to support the GSD Foundation through annual gifts, planned gifts and memorial gifts. 

Through the generosity of donors like you, the Girard School District Foundation has been able to continue its mission to 
provide scholarships for graduating seniors along with teacher grants enhancing educational opportunities for District 
students both within and outside of their classrooms.  

Funding to our 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization is made possible through support from businesses, alumni classes, and 
individuals who value education and want to make a real difference. We are very grateful for this partnership with you. 
What better way to invest in students than giving them opportunities to grow through learning experiences that may 
not typically be available. 

Last school year the GSD Foundation provided over $7500 towards innovative teacher grants. In addition, we partnered 
with several organizations and families to award nearly $6450 in scholarships to deserving high school seniors. This 
could not be accomplished without your commitment to making a difference in young peoples’ lives. We hope you con-
tinue this commitment to the GSD Foundation, either financially or through volunteering to raise funds. Please take a 
moment to review this annual report to see the impact your contribution had last school year.  

Message from the GSD Foundation President …… 

For several years the GSD 
Foundation has sponsored 
the Hive of Fame banquet 
where distinguished Girard 
School District alumni are 
honored.  This spring event is 
one of our signature fundrais-
ers.  Many generous sponsors 
make this evening not only 
an opportunity to recognize 
the outstanding  accomplish-
ments our graduates have 
made, but to continue the 
mission of the GSD Founda-
tion to enhance many excep-
tional programs for our Dis-
trict students. 
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Student Scholarships 

Congratulations to the 2017 scholarship recipients: 

 The Kathleen Roberts Scholarship, $500 - Adrian Welcheck 

 The Brian Simkovitch Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Kaylee Buziewicz 

 The Outstanding Character and Integrity Scholarship, $500 - Amy Simkovitch 

 The Girard School District Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, $500 each - 
Emma Oas and Kyle Zampogna 

 The Bev Miller Scholarship, $500 - Lauren Esper 

 The Girard/Lake City Chamber of Commerce Scholarship, $1000 - Jordan Stancil 

 The Mina George Scholarship, $500 each - Adrianna Guianen and Jacob Wetzel 

 The Lee Ann Griffiths Memorial Scholarship, $200 - Morgan Davenport 

 The Class of 1965 Scholarship, $250 each - Ashlie Gariepy, Alexis Mellesh-
Connors and Justin Richter 

 The Brandon Charles Roney Memorial Scholarship, $500 - Camryn McCall 

Fourteen (14) Student Scholarships were awarded to the Class of 2017 during graduation at 
the Warner Theater on June 13, 2017. 

 Your contributions have a greater impact on student experiences, because the 
GSD Foundation is managed by an all-volunteer board of directors. To find out 
more, visit our website at www.girardsdf.org.  

Hive of Fame Class of 2017. Left to Right: Patrick Miller, GSD Foundation Vice-President; Induc-
tees Craig Miller, Caroline Marilla Veith, Gary Mohr, M.D; Posthumous Award Robert H. Bowen 
(Mary Bowen); and Mary Kay Borkowski, GSD Foundation President. 

2017 Hive of Fame  

http://www.girardsdf.org


Bach Family 
Mrs. Jill Bashline 
Mrs. Stacy Bayus 
Ms. Amy Campoli 
Class of 1967 
Mrs. Yvonne Conley 
Mr. Gregory Dore 
Mrs. Nicole Drayer 
Mrs. Kim Dudas 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Faulkner 
Mr. & Mrs. James Funk 
Mr. James Funk 
Mrs. Kristen Gomes 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Green 
Ms. Barb Gunnison 
Ms. Tina Harpst 
Ms. Elaine Heiden 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Holliday 

Mr. & Mrs. John Darr 
Mrs. Eva Jerome 
Dr. Katrina Johnston-Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Kemling 
Ms. Stephanie Klemm 
Mrs. Melissa Koma 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Korb 
Ms. Kellie Laird 
Ms. Terri Mallory 
Ms. Christine McClure, Esq &  
  Mr. Perry Baker 
Ms. Nicole McKean 
Ms. Kathe Means 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Miller 
Mrs. Donna Miller 
Mr. Curt Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. William Miller 
Mr. Craig Miller 

Ms. Cindy Nelson 
Ms. Kristen Nichols 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Pallan 
Dr. and Mrs. Mike Parenti 
Mrs. Laura Patrick 
Mrs. Katie Ploss 
Mr. Scott Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Seneta 
Ms. Amy Sharman 
Mrs. Catherine Shepard 
Ms. Kathy Iorio &  
  Tony Snow, MD 
Mr. Greg Stelter 
Ms. Bettie Stephens 
Mrs. Shelly Tramontano 
Mr. Michael Trudnowski 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
  

 

In Honor of Brandon Charles 
Roney 
Anonymous 
  

In Honor of Donald "Doc" 
Kuntz 
Anonymous 
   

In Memory of Paul A. Barber, 
Jr.  
Ms. Jane Barber 

2016-2017 Girard School District  Foundation Donors 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donor list. If you discover an error, please accept our apology and notify us at  
814-774-5666 so that we can correct our records. Thank you. 

Honors Sponsor, $1000  
First National Bank of Pennsylvania 
Highmark 
Hubbard-Bert, Inc. 
STA of Pennsylvania  
  

Red & Gold Sponsor, $500 
Community Health Net 
PNC Capital Markets 
Weber Murphy Fox, Inc.  
   

Yellow Jacket Sponsor, $350 
Edder Funeral Home, Inc. 
Girard Federation of Teachers 
Hagan Business Machines 
Knox McLaughlin Gornall &  
  Sennett, P.C. 
Printing Concepts, Inc. 
  

Business Sponsor, $100 — $250 
Avonia Tavern 

Business Sponsor, $100 — $250, cont’d. 
Bianchi Honda 
Burton Funeral Homes & Crematory, Inc. 
Buseck, Barger, Bleil & Co., Inc. 
Chestnut Place 
Conneaut Savings Bank 
Don Green Sanitation, Inc. 
Drushel & Kolakowski Insurance Agency 
Electronic Communication Services, Inc. 
Elk Creek Lawn Garden and Pet Supply  
Erie Bank 
Girard Pharmacy 
Greenscape Lawn & Garden Service, Inc.  
Keeler Self Storage 
McQuillen Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Meadowbrook Dairy / Dean Foods 
Northwest Savings Bank 
Northwestern Manufacturing 
Pratt Insurance Agency, LLC 
Premiere Day Spa & Salon 

Business Sponsor, $100 — $250, cont’d. 
Premier Power Solutions, LLC  
Sabo’s Pizza, Inc.  
Sheetz, Inc. 
Steadman Law Office 
Vineyard Oil & Gas Company 
West Penn Collision 
York Seaway, Inc. 
   

Individual Sponsor, $100 — $500 
Ms. Mary Kay Borkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Faulkner 
Mr. & Mrs, Michael Gette 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Legnasky 
Mr. James C. Meeder 
Ms. Lori Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Miller 
  

Friend of the Foundation 
Christie Family Chiropractic 
Girard Dinor 

2017 Hive of Fame Sponsors 

 
Voting 
Mary Kay Borkowski,  
President 

Pat Miller, Vice-President 
Kathleen Weed, Secretary 
Donna Green,  Treasurer 
Carolyn Baxter 

 
 
Barbara Davis 
Gary Dudas 
Debra Faulkner 
Kathryn Holliday-Darr 
Joseph Legnasky,  
   GSD Board Member 

 
 
Cheryl Newton 
Deb Pieper 
Jason Robertson 

 
 
 

 
Non-voting 
Donna Miller,  
   GSD Superintendent 
Barbara DeJesus,  
   GSD Business Manager  

Girard School District (GSD) Foundation Board Members 

Innovation Grants 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

The Teacher Innovation grants 
encourage faculty to develop and 
implement activities that enhance and 
enrich academic programs. 

 STEM - Space Balloon (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math), 
Megan Panic (RAMS) 
Student participants worked in teams to 
design and build a prototype craft to 
launch into space to collect data.  This 
Space Balloon project was the 
culminating activity of learning scientific 
methods, engineering processes, space 
science topics and technical writing.  

First Lego League Mindstorms 
Robotics, Sandy Donnelly 
(RAMS) 
This GSDF grant helped the two RAMS 
First Lego League robotic  teams 
purchase the new EV3 Mindstorm 
System.  The new system will allow the 
RAMS teams to remain competitive in 
regional and national Lego League 
competitions.  

Multi-disciplinary Disney 
Nature Field Trip, Jill Bashline 
(RAMS) 

Fifth grade teachers designed multi-
disciplinary activities about endangered 
species as part of a Disney Earth Day 
program presented at Tinseltown. In the 
classroom, students used research-
based skills to draw conclusions, create 
posters, write papers, and utilize 
technology and satellite imagery to 
analyze the effects of natural disasters 
on animal habitats around the world.  

Carnegie Science Center 6th 
Grade Field Trip, Frank Beachly 
(RAMS) 
RAMS was awarded a Carnegie Science 
Center grant for the entire 6th grade 
class to visit the Carnegie Science Center 
in Pittsburgh. The Carnegie Science 
Center grant will cover admission, 
interactive science activities, live 
demonstration show, lunch, and a 
stipend toward transportation. The GSD 
Foundation assisted with busing costs. 

   

Enjoy the Outdoor Adventure, 
Scott Russell (GHS) 
The High School Outdoor Adventure 
course allows students to explore local 
and regional resources through 
participation in activities such as rock 
climbing, backpacking, geocaching, 
mountain biking, fishing and cross 

country skiing. These activities not only 
encourage exercise and a love of the 
outdoors,  they build leadership skills, a 
sense of community, and help raise 
interest in the environment. Enrollment 
in this course has doubled over the past 
several years and the GSD Foundation is 
pleased to help sustain this important 
initiative.  

   

Hearty, Healthy Hearts, Kailynn 
Noon (RAMS) 

This project is an  extension of classroom 
learning as it utilizes the Polar H7 Heart 
Rate Monitors to help students identify 
and apply ways to monitor and assess 
the body’s response to moderate and 
vigorous physical activity. Participants 
should see the direct correlation of 
exercise intensity to heart rates, with 
the ultimate goal of improving 
cardiovascular performance.  

GHS Outdoor Adventure 

RAMS 6th Grade at Carnegie Science Center 

RAMS 5th Grade STEM Space Balloon 

Research has shown that physical activi-
ty has a direct correlation to intellectual 
functioning and academic achievement. 

We appreciate your commitment to providing additional opportunities to our students. We hope you continue this com-
mitment to the GSD Foundation, either financially or through volunteering to help raise funds. Tax-deductible gifts can be 
made in varying forms: monetary donations (i.e. memorial, recognition of an educator, or tribute to someone special), 
scholarship funds, endowment, will or estate planning, and business partnerships. 


